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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Dave Allan, gardening writer and consultant 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes, provided ‘achieving a sustainable economy’ entails preferentially supporting 
environmentally-sensitive, innovative projects. They should be companies registered  and 
operating in Scotland to provide jobs and help stimulate the Scottish economy after the 
pandemic. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The lockdown during the pandemic has highlighted people’s mental and physical need for 
biodiverse green space, both private and public.  

The Government should: 

• Provide such means as they can to fulfil this need.  

• Lead by example: all government procurement should stipulate sustainable products 
and practices. Ensure householders preferentially have access to sustainable 
products and discourage the use of environmentally-damaging products.  

• Work with local authorities to ensure all public green spaces are maintained 
sustainably and promote appropriate biodiversity.  

• Ensure planning regulations are designed to achieve this. 

• Provide suitable funding to facilitate changes. 

General response 

As a gardening consultant, I have worked with local groups, run courses on organic gardening 
and have been in partnership with Scottish Borders Council, delivering advice and support to 
householders on home composting. I am the gardening columnist for The Herald’s Saturday 
magazine and am a member of the steering group that’s developing The Herald’s Memorial 
Garden for victims of Covid 19. 

These comments are based on my experience, study of recent horticultural research and 
communications with gardeners. 

The pandemic has highlighted the practical and therapeutic value of gardening and green 
open spaces in towns and cities. As part of the green recovery, the Government should 
nurture and support this.  

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Peat extraction and use is environmentally damaging: peat bogs are the second most 
important carbon sinks in the world, after the oceans. They retain 10 times more CO2 per 
hectare than any other land, including forests. The government should therefore: 

 Not use or allow local authorities to use growing media containing peat extracted from 
Scottish or external sources. 

• Prohibit the extraction of peat in Scotland to all except local householders 

• Ensure forestry companies do not plant trees on designated peatland. 

• Lobby the UK government for the total ban on the use by individuals and companies 
of growing media containing peat. 

Sustainable management of publicly owned open spaces. 

The use of synthetic chemicals in public and private spaces damages soil structure, leading 
to serious erosion and pollution of waterways. Biodiversity is also severely damaged. 

• The government should therefore prohibit the sale of synthetic pesticides, herbicides 
and fungicides to householders.  

• Synthetic pesticides, herbicides and fungicides should not be used by government or 
local authorities in publicly managed land in Scotland.  

• In conjunction with local authorities, the government should adopt a minimalist 
maintenance programme in public areas. Unless safety or public access are 
compromised, grass should only be cut occasionally to encourage wild flowers, birds 
and insects. This should provide added interest for the public. 

Garden space 

Following the pandemic, the government should respect and support the renewed public 
interest in and need for green space. 

• Ensure planning regulations require that property developers provide balcony 
space/garden/back green for householders so as much of the community as possible 
has access to green space, even during a lockdown. 

• Encourage local authorities to provide more allotments for householders wanting 
access to their own garden space. A new project in Bradford has highlighted the 
mental and physical benefits to individuals and local communities. One community 
has converted derelict spaces in the city into community allotments. This type of 
project enhances community spirit, encourages growing and eating healthy food and 
provides exercise. Children taking part will be encouraged to learn and adopt healthier 
lifestyles. Funding should be provided for local authorities to do this. 

 

  


